Deborah L. Jacobs is a lawyer and award-winning journalist specializing in legal topics. In her bestselling book, Estate Planning Smarts, she draws on more than a decade of writing about the stressful issues that surround estate planning. Her articles for The New York Times, Bloomberg Wealth Manager, BusinessWeek, Forbes and many other publications, have been widely cited and circulated by both advisers and consumers. Readers appreciate her clear, concise explanations of complex subjects and her ability to combine real-life stories with reassuring, practical advice. 

Jacobs’s interest in estate planning is a product of personal experience, as she notes in the introduction to her book: “Like many people, I didn’t used to think much about any of this. Longevity ran in my family; it seemed like hardly anyone ever died. . . Then, in the space of three months, I became a parent, I lost a parent, and I found myself in charge of a trust that my grandmother had set up for my aunt, which my father had overseen until his death.” 

During the 12 years since then, Jacobs has tried to motivate the baby boomers and their parents to see estate planning as a way to take care of themselves and those they love. To humanize the subject, she offers examples from the estate plans of Paul Newman, Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis, Michael Jackson and others. And she emphasizes the need for people of all ages to address the “what if’s” that are part of life, especially if they have children or are involved in any committed relationship. 
Equally comfortable speaking to consumers and professionals, Jacobs inspires listeners to tackle estate planning for the first time or improve upon an existing plan. She looks at estate planning broadly, whether discussing wills, trusts, retirement assets, security in old age, saving taxes or funding education. Her timely topics, engaging style and manageable “to-do lists” leave no excuses, even for procrastinators. 
Potential audiences include: women’s groups; senior citizens; young parents; donors and charities; lawyers, accountants, financial advisers and their clients. 
A native of New York and a graduate of Barnard College, Deborah Jacobs received her J.D. degree from Columbia Law School and her M.S. from the Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism. She is based in New York City.

